Northern Ireland Mixed Marriage Association

PRESS
RELEASE

Enquiries about this release should be made to
Paul McLaughlin on 07706285042.
19" Mar ch 2009.

Mixed marriage information in demand

Thereisanidentifiable need for support and information about mixed marriageand baptismina
society still dominated by sectarianism, according to Ken Dunn, chairman of the Northern Ireland
Mixed MarriageAssociation (NIMMA).

In hisreport to the 2009 NIMMA conference, Ken Dunnwritesthat “ Theneed for NIMMA asa
support and information provider for those coupleseither in or contemplating mixed marriageshas
never been more apparent.

“ Our society remainsdivided dong religiouslinesand thetraditiond difficultiesof mixed marriage
and the baptism of children—more often than not difficultiesimposed from outsidethe
relationshipsin question—will bewith usfor along timeto come.

“Enquiriesto our office about mixed marriage and baptism areon theincrease and as mixed
marriages now make up morethan oneinten of al marriagesand young people beginto meet
socialy asnever beforeinthe past 30 years, it isto be expected that thisfigurewill increase
Ubgtantidly.”

“NIMMA’smain role has been to share the experience and knowledge that we have garnered
over theyearswith thosein need of information and support. It remains pivotal and that sense of
sharing just asvibrant asinthedark daysof the 1970s.”

The Northern Ireland Mixed MarriageAssociation (NIMMA) hostsits 34" annual conferenceat
S John’s Church of Ireland, Osborne Park, Ma one, on Saturday 21 March.

Thetheme of the conferenceisinter-church spirituality and guest speaker Fr. Tom Layden, who
headsthe Society of Jesuscommunity in Belfast, will speak onthe shared spirituaity inmixed
marriage.



NIMMA chairman Ken Dunn describesthetiming and content of the 2009 event as* particularly
relevant tothistimeof year”.

Hesaid: “Wewill havejust celebrated St Patrick’s Day and the saint’s central rolein the shared
spiritudity of al Christianson thisidand, soit appropriatethat Fr Tom’stalk will focuson the
sharing of therootsof our faith and their importancein mixed relationships’.

Theconference, whichisbeing hddin St John’sfor thefirst time, featuresthemain morning
lectureand group discussi ons, but children from the Bright Lightsdancing school will entertain
guestswith adisplay of Irish and Ulster Scotsdancein the afternoon.

The conferenceissupported by the Good Relations Unit of Belfast City Council and startsat
10.30am.

ends
Notesto editors:
Children from theBright Lightsdancing school, in full costume, will beavailablefor

photographsfrom 1.45pm until 2.15pm on Saturday 21% March. NIMMA members
will beavailablefor inter views/photogr aphsthroughout the day.



