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Private development sell-off
IS good news for “mixed” couples

The Northern Ireland Mixed MarriageA ssociation haswel comed news of aboost for social hous-
ingin South Belfast.

Negotiationsare ongoing for Clanmil Housing Association to buy 61 apartments, on the site of theold
Curzon cinemaon the Ormeau Road, from aprivate devel oper and rel ease them to reducethe
waitinglist for socid housinginthearea.

NIMMA spokeswoman Anne Odling-Smee said; “ Thisdevel opment and othersthat have been
mooted across similar areas of the city can mean only good news for cross-community couples
seeking housing.

“In the past, social housing provision has tended to see areas where one or other community
has been dominant, often to the exclusion of the other, but the Housing Executive's Shared
Neighbourhood Scheme and the potential for the release of private developments such asthis
augur well for the future”

NIMMA was set up in 1974 to provide information for and act as a mutual support group for
those couplesinterested, involved or hoping to beinvolved in amixed marriage.

Aswel| asproviding information and support for couples, NIMMA a so lobbiesfor integrated educa-
tion, shared socia housing and religioustolerance.
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